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Ryanair Fuel Policy  – The Facts

1. Commander shall only commence a flight if  satisfied that aircraft carries 

at least the planned fuel to complete the flight safely (RYR OMA).

2. Operating considerations may dictate the carriage of  fuel in excess of  the 

flight plan fuel. This is a matter for captain‟s discretion (RYR OMA).

3. Commander may carry 300kgs more than FPL fuel without explanation 

(RYR OMA).

4. Where departure fuel is more than 300kgs in excess of  flight plan fuel, an 

explanation shall be recorded on the voyage report (RYR OMA).

5. The Commander shall declare an emergency when calculated usable fuel 

on landing, at nearest adequate airport , is less than final reserve fuel 

(In -flight  fuel management EU OPS 1.375).

Flight Plan Fuel = 

Taxi Fuel + Trip Fuel + Reserve/Diversion Fuel + Contingency Fuel + 

300kgs+ Comm. Discretion
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Flight No. FR2054 FR5998 FR5389

Route Palma-Mad London-Mad Stock‟-Mad

Actual Departure Time (local) 20.50 hrs 19.00 hrs 18.32 hrs

Scheduled Time Arrival (Mad) 22.00 hrs 22.30 hrs 22.20 hrs

Actual Approach Time (Mad) 22.07 hrs 22.11 hrs 22.12 hrs

ATC hold time over Madrid .07 min .23 min .22 min

Start of  divert time to Valencia 22.14 hrs 22.34 hrs 22.34 hrs

Landing time at Valencia 23.08 hrs 23.20 hrs 23.29 hrs

Time from Mad appr to Val land 1.01 hrs 1.09 hrs 1.17 hrs

Actual landing fuel in Val (kgs) 1,029 kgs 1,160 kgs 1,228 kgs

Equiv flight time .28 min .31 min .34 min

Min landing fuel (30 mins in kgs) 1,104 kgs 1,119 kgs 1,090 kgs

Ryanair Fuel Policy – The  Facts  – 26 July 2012



(c) This presentation is subject to copyright and may not be copied or used without the express consent of Ryanair
4

Fomento Claims (El Mundo 16 Aug)

Ryanair is in danger of  losing its licence – False

100 safety „cases‟ in two years – False

SEPLA Press release (16 Aug)

SEPLA raised safety concerns about Ryanair operations – False

Ryanair puts “constant pressure” on pilots to cut costs – False

EASA must take measures against labour/operational practices that might reduce safety –

False

Iberia Captain  Jorge Ruiz de Almirón Claims (ABC 16 Aug):

Pilots are a victim of  the policy of  cost savings – False

Staff  are not the best and pilots get bonus for not loading extra fuel – False

Ryanair penalise those who use more fuel, some are fired – False

Ryanair has landed at airports in Spain with less than 5 mins of  fuel – False

A few mins extra flying they would have „fallen‟ – False

If  other airlines acted like Ryanair half  of  the aircraft would have „fallen‟ – False

30 min turn-arounds are a risk to security and dangerous – False

Ryanair did not carry the legal minimum fuel required – False

CEACCU lawyer Eugenio Ribon (20  Minutos 16 Aug)

A grave breach occurred which compromised passenger safety – False

Ryanair faces a €4.5m fine and suspension of  licence for 3 years – False

Spanish ATC Association secretary Jorge Ontiveros (El Confidencial 18 Aug)

“It was a very dangerous manoeuvre. We thought it crashed.” – Totally False

False Claims 
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1 - Aer Lingus:

- Declared fuel emergency, Barcelona, 14th March 2012

- Due to poor visibility, diversions

2 – Virgin Atlantic:

- Declared 2 fuel emergencies in, London, 3rd Jan 2012

- Due to poor weather in London area 

- (UK CAA confirms 28 fuel emergencies in 2 years)

3 – Air France:

- Declared fuel emergency, Damascus, 15th Aug 2012

- Passengers asked to collect cash to pay for fuel??

4 – EasyJet & LAN Chile

- 2 diversion landings, Valencia  26th July 

- 1 emergency landing, Valencia 26th July

Fuel emergency landings are not unusual among EU airlines

This is why the emergency landing procedure is specified by EASA

Other Airlines‟ Similar Emergencies – No Media – Why?
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Other Airlines‟ Similar Emergencies 

Irish Examiner, 14 April 2012
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Other Airlines‟ Similar Emergencies 

Sunday Mail, 19 Aug 2012
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Other Airlines‟ Similar Emergencies 

Irish Times, 18 Aug 12


